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The Ford of The Jabbok That We Must Cross
(Ge 32:21-28)
While we our lives, we may all face unexpected hardships that are big or small. At times we may be depressed, because we cannot overcome these adversities. Jacob had the ford of the Jabbok of fear, that is, Esau. We also have the ford of the Jabbok to cross on our way of pilgrimage to heaven. When we have this trouble in life, what should we do? 
1. The despair set before Jacob
Jacob deceived his older brother Esau, took his birthright, ran away from his brother to his uncle, lived in Paddan Aram and now 20 years later he was returning to his home in Canaan. When Jacob reached the ford of the Jabbok, he heard that his older brother Esau, who resented him, was coming to him with an army of 400. In that despairing situation where death was laid just across from the ford of the Jabbok, Jacob sent his family ahead of him and plotted to run away alone in case they would die. We are also like Jacob, selfish and weak.

2. The transformation at the ford of the Jabbok
When Jacob was left alone after he sent his family ahead of him, he felt afraid and frustrated. Jacob wrestled with the man of God all night in front of the ford of the Jabbok,
the man touched the socket of his hip; it was wrenched; and he couldn't run away. Jacob was completely broken and changed before God and earnestly asked Him for help and blessing. When we come across the ford of the Jabbok in our lives, we have to be broken before God like Jacob and ask Him for help and blessing.

3. The blessing given by God

God changed the name of Jacob who was broken and changed at the ford of the Jabbok and blessed him. His name was changed from Jacob, a deceiver, to Israel which means that he struggled with God and with men and had overcome. When Jacob was broken before God and led by God, his brother Esau was no longer an enemy to him. The enemy was turned into a friend; a problem into a blessing; despair into hope. When we pray to God, He grants us this marvelous blessing.
What type of ford of Jabbok in your life do you have now? Arise from the ford of the Jabbok of despair and come up to God. When we pray to God earnestly, we will experience tremendous grace where the ford of the Jabbok in our life will be changed into a place of blessing, where we meet God.
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