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Be Faithful until Death

(Rev 2:8-11)

Happy are those who are satisfied with the work they do. It is possible in the Lord to have this type of happiness. Everything that we do for the glory of God will be joyous and pleasant to Jesus. Today, let us discover the will of God for us through the Smyrna Church that had to overcome trials. 

1. A church that Jesus lauded

The Smyrna Church was acknowledged and praised by Jesus. However, their circumstances were filled with affliction and poverty. From a human point of view, they were poor, hungry and suffering. Yet, in the sight of Jesus, they were "rich" spiritually. Those who have lots of worldly things are not rich but those who have the richness of God are truly rich. Our life should be acknowledged and praised by God. In order for that to happen, we have to do our best with what the Lord has entrusted to us. Like the Smyrna Church, when we acknowledge Jesus alone, as Lord of our lives, we can live richly all the days of our lives. 

2. A church that overcame trials and persecutions

Like Paul who persecuted Christians before he believed in Jesus, in those days, the Jews who dominated the market in the region of Smyrna also persecuted Christians severely. They attacked the church,  slandering them will all types of evil rumors. God called them "a synagogue of Satan." Likewise, those who intend to destroy the church, the body of Jesus, must be judged. In particular, since Smyrna was the center of idol worship, worship of the sun and the emperor, there was extreme tribulation and persecution. But God tells us not to fear. Trouble is blessing in disguise. Through trouble, our faith grows, our unbelief is removed, and we come nearer to God.

3. A church for which God's reward is prepared

The Lord promised to give the Smyrna Church the crown of life if they remained faithful even to the point of death through suffering and persecution. This signifies the splendid crown of life that is prepared for martyrs. The saints in the first church went through such afflictions. Yet they were faithful even to the point of death. As a result, today the gospel has spread throughout the world. In this way when we are faithful to God even to the point of death, God grants us grace abundantly. Therefore we have to be people who love the Lord even to the point of death. So we can possess the crown in the future. Likewise those who overcome with faith will not be hurt by "the second death," that is, the eternal punishment of hell. We should all strive to be saints who will be rewarded by the Lord by being faithful even to the point of death like the Smyrna Church. 

