[image: image1.jpg]'YOIDO FULL GOSPEL CHURCH
MV postor Davia Yongai Cro

Voo P, O 8ox T Saoul. Kares 150-600
Tol B22) 783 4135 Fax- (822 784-8425
e i v o






The Woman who Poured the Perfume
(Mark 14:3-9)
Among the most notable stories that occurred during the week of Jesus' suffering, before His crucifixion, is the act of a woman breaking an alabaster jar and pouring expensive nard perfume on Jesus' head. While some criticized her action, Jesus praised and blessed her, and what she did for Jesus was recorded in the Gospels to be proclaimed throughout the world.  
1. The woman who broke the alabaster jar  
A few days before his crucifixion, Jesus had a meal at the house of Simon the leper. During this time, a woman brought an alabaster jar filled with perfume, broke it, and poured it over Jesus’ head (Mark 14:3). According to the Gospel of John, this woman was Mary (John 12:3). The perfume she used, known as "nard," was highly valued in the East and was even given as a gift for marriage dowries. Sensing that Jesus would soon depart from this world, Mary expressed her love and gratitude by breaking the alabaster jar and anointing Jesus with the perfume. Just as the fragrance of the perfume could only flow when the jar was broken, we should always remember that it is through humility and brokenness that the image and fragrance of Jesus Christ can manifest within us. 
2. The disciples’ criticism
When Mary poured perfume on Jesus, some of the disciples indignantly criticized her for wasting expensive perfume (Mark 14:4-5). The perfume Mary used, known as nard, was exceedingly valuable, equivalent to a year’s wage for a laborer at that time. Despite the disciples' criticism, Mary had generously offered her most precious possession to Jesus. Similarly, as we strive to do good deeds for the Lord, we may encounter misunderstandings and criticisms from others. However, we should remain steadfast, knowing that the Lord knows all things. Let us not be discouraged by human opinions but focus solely on pleasing Jesus. Let us endure and continue to do good, for God will graciously reward us with heavenly blessings. 
3. Praise from Jesus 
While others criticized Mary, Jesus, praised her for her good deed. He mentioned that Mary’s act of anointing with perfume was a preparation for His burial. Jesus noticed the genuine gratitude, humility, love, and devotion flowing from Mary's heart, assuring that wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her (Mathew 26:13). When the precious alabaster jar of self is fully broken, Jesus does receive glory. May we all become children of God, spreading the fragrance of Christ's love widely, as we become vessels where "I die and Christ lives within me" here on earth. 
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