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Jacob’s Suffering and Blessing 
(Genesis 32:24-28) 
Throughout the journey of life, everyone inevitably encounters seasons of hardship. Yet hardship does not exist just as a difficulty to endure, but it often conceals the blessings of God and serves as a pathway to a more glorious tomorrow. Therefore, we must not remain in despair but move forward in faith, holding fast to the glorious future that lies ahead.

1. Jacob left alone at night. 
After deceitfully stealing the blessing of the firstborn from his brother, Jacob fled to Haran and remained there for twenty years before returning to his homeland. Upon his return, he received word that his brother Esau, filled with unresolved resentment and anger, was coming to meet him with four hundred men. Terrified, Jacob sent his possessions and family ahead of him and remained alone at the ford of the Jabbok. His actions reflect a self-centered, selfish nature that resonate within us today. Without the breaking of the self, true spiritual renewal is impossible. When we crucify our ego and surrender our lives to Christ daily, the amazing grace of God truly poured out upon us (Galatians 2:20).

2. Jacob wrestling with God. 
In a night of despair, when Jacob was left alone, God came to meet him (Genesis 32:24). Jacob wrestled with the angel of Lord throughout the night. In the moment of crisis, he came to realize that only God could deliver him, and he cried out in heartfelt prayer. In the end, the angel, unable to overcome Jacob, struck his hip socket, leaving him unable to walk normally. Yet this painful encounter was God’s way of breaking Jacob’s strong self and leading him to depend God alone/ solely on Him.  Likewise, there are times when God humbles us. In such moments, rather than falling into despair, we must respond Him with wholehearted trust, and His power will manifest in our lives alone.

3. Jacob’s transformed life.
God blessed Jacob after he was broken and transformed (Genesis 32:26–28). The name "Jacob," meaning "deceiver," was changed to "Israel," meaning "one who has wrestled with God and overcome." This marked a turning point, a call to shift from a self-centered life to one under God's rule and sovereignty. When Jacob humbled before God and ruled by Him, the deep resentment of Esau was dissolved, and the gift of reconciliation was given. In the same way, life’s deepest despair can become sacred opportunities, a moment to encounter God, to be used by Him, and to witness the heavens open. May we be a people who are broken and changed through prayer, living with His amazing grace and blessing.
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