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The Difference in Viewpoints

Numbers 13:30-33

Introduction:  It is not too much to say that all the arguments in life come from the difference in viewpoints. It is reported that one of the reasons for which married couples are divorced is that they do not have one mind. It's because of the difference between their viewpoints. Disputes between labor and management, discord between provinces, arguments between political parties, and conflicts between nations are all caused by the difference in the viewpoints they have in their own places. The difference between human viewpoints can become smaller through conversation, and they will bring reconciliation and harmony. However, there can be no compromise between God and humankind. There isn't any compromise in the truth of God.

1.
The difference between God's viewpoint and the viewpoint of humankind at 

Kadesh Barnea 
1)
The land that God saw

      

(1) 
A beautiful land flowing with milk and honey    (Numbers 14:7-8)

      

(2) 
The enemies had been conquered   (Numbers 14:9)

  
2) 
The land that the twelve spies saw  

      

(1) 
The land devoured the people living in it  (Numbers 13:32)

      

(2) 
They seemed like grasshoppers, compared with their strong enemies  (Numbers 13:33)

   
3) 
Which viewpoint was taken?

      

(1)
Joshua and Caleb took the viewpoint of God  (Numbers 13:30)

      

(2) 
The ten spies and the other people took the viewpoint of humankind  (Numbers 13:31, 14:1-3)

4) The result - Joshua and Caleb got what they saw and believed, but the ten spies and the 

people all died while wandering in the desert for 40 years  (Numbers 14:35-38)
2. 
God's viewpoint and the viewpoint of humankind 
   
1) 
God's viewpoint toward man

      

(1)
Man died from sin and iniquity  (Psalms 14:2-3, Ephesians 2:1, Colossians 2:13)

      

(2) 
Humankind has become a slave to the world and the devil  (Ephesians 2:2-3)

      

(3) 
Humankind is sick in mind and body  (Isaiah 1:5)

      

(4) 
A slave to the curse  (Genesis 3:17)

      

(5) 
A slave to physical death and spiritual death  (Genesis 3:19,  Ecclesiastes  5:17) 

      

(6) 
Emptiness and a meaningless life  (Psalms 39:5)

   
2) 
Man’s viewpoint toward himself

(1) God the Creator does not exist; humankind believes the materialistic theory of evolution 

        (Psalms 14:1,  Ecclesiastes 3:11) 

      

(2) 
Materialism and the idolatrous worship of power  (Ephesians 5:10, 8:8, Isaiah 40:15)

      

(3) 
Success and pleasure are the meaning and goal of life  (Ecclesiastes 2:3-4)

      

(4) 
Blind faith in science  (Job 38:4,  Ecclesiastes 1:18)

(5) Death is a future event and there is no heaven and hell 

                        (Ecclesiastes 9:3, 12:14, Revelation 20:15)

(6) There is no absolute truth  (2 Timothy 3:7,  Ecclesiastes 5:2,  Acts 4:12, 1 Timothy 2:4)
3. 
Those who have accepted God's viewpoint and refused it
   
1) 
The grace of the Cross

      

(1) 
The grace of forgiveness and righteousness   (Romans 3:23-24)

      

(2) 
The grace of the fullness of the Holy Spirit and purity   (John 14:16, 1 Corinthians 6:11)
      

(3) 
The grace of healing  (1 Peter 2:24)

      

(4) 
The grace of blessing  (2 Corinthians 8:9, Galatians 3:13)

      

(5) 
A meaningful and valuable life   (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

      

(6) 
The glory of eternal life and heaven   (1 Corinthians 15:41-43, Revelation 21:23)

   
2) 
Those who have refused God's viewpoint

      

(1) 
Those who live in spiritual death   (Romans 6:23)

      

(2) 
Those who have gotten lost   (Proverbs 8:36, 27:24)

      

(3) 
Those who have lost hope, peace, and joy   (Proverbs 10:24,28)

      

(4) 
An empty life   (Proverbs 14:13, Ecclesiastes 5:15)

      

(5) 
Those who are open to absolute death   (Hebrews 9:27, James 4:14)

      

(6) 
Those who are doomed to be burned in the eternal fire of hell  (Revelation 21:8)

Conclusion: God's viewpoint toward man and the world is an absolute truth and it cannot be compromised. If we believe and accept Jesus, the truth of God, we will enter the land of Canaan flowing with the milk and honey of heaven. However, if we refuse God's viewpoint and take the human viewpoint, we will wander in spiritual death and a mental desert and be thrown into 'Gehenna', a universal dump, that is, the fiery lake of burning sulfur.
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