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Absolute Despair Transformed into Absolute Hope
(John 11:23-26) 
Saying goodbye to a loved one is one of life’s greatest sorrows. The pain of losing a family member does not easily fade, and at times that grief can lead to despair. Yet in such moments, it is especially important to turn to our remaining family, to comfort one another, and to hold fast to our hope in God.
1. A Family in Absolute Despair
    Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, the three siblings Jesus loved, were a family who faithfully served and cared for Him (John 11:2). When their brother Lazarus, whom they trusted and relied on almost like a parent, suddenly passed away, the two sisters were overcome with deep despair. Moments of unexpected sorrow and loss come to us all. The pain of losing a loved one is indescribable. The tears of parents mourning a stillborn child, or families grieving the loss of a premature baby, are beyond measure. Yet Jesus does not overlook our tears. Just as He came to Martha and Mary in their grief, offering comfort and the hope of resurrection, He also comes to us today with the same assurance.
2. Lessons from Absolute Despair
    When Lazarus became gravely ill, Martha and Mary sent word to Jesus. Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory” which made it clear that suffering itself is not the end, but that God’s will and glory lie beyond it (John 11:4). Joseph’s life also reminds us of this truth. Though he endured years of betrayal, slavery, and imprisonment, God raised him up as prime minister of Egypt, using his suffering to save many lives (Genesis 50:19–20). Likewise, our hardships are never wasted. God is sovereign over all things, transforming despair into hope and tears into joy. For this reason, we must place our trust in Him and move forward in faith, no matter the circumstances.
3. Jesus, Who Proclaimed Absolute Hope
    When Martha mourned the loss of her brother, Jesus gave her the hope that Lazarus would rise again (John 11:23). While she understood this as a distant, future event, Jesus revealed that true life in Him extends beyond death itself (John 11:25–26). Standing before the tomb, Jesus called Lazarus, and the one who had died came out alive. The Lord’s words have the power to turn absolute despair into absolute hope and to free us from every bondage. When we entrust ourselves to Him, He releases us from the anxieties and burdens that weigh down our lives, giving us true peace. May we all place our confidence in the Lord, who cares for us and faithfully guides us to the end.
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