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Love Above All Things
(Colossians 3:12–14)
Each person is given only one life to live. Therefore, as children of God in Jesus Christ, we are called to live a blessed life. As those chosen by God, we must pursue a life that is meaningful, fulfilling, and marked by true joy, even if we live for only a single day.
1. The Holy and Beloved Ones Chosen by God
We are holy and beloved people chosen by God. Before the foundation of the world, God chose us, who were once in sin and transgression, and justified us through the precious blood of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4, Romans 8:33). Therefore, as those who have been acknowledged by God, we must clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience (Colossians 3:12). This means living a life that shows compassion to others, extends mercy, and reflects the gentleness of Christ. Just as love is patient and bears all things, we are also called to endure, to wait, and to forgive one another (1 Corinthians 13:4, 1 Corinthians 13:7). In this way, our lives become a visible expression of God’s love.
2. A Life of Forgiveness
In our relationships, we inevitably experience both wounds and conflict. The difficulty is that we are often sensitive to the hurts we receive, yet less aware of the wounds we cause others. This imbalance deepens conflict. For this reason, Scripture calls us to bear with one another and to forgive (Colossians 3:13). Conflict is rarely one-sided, but often arises from mutual shortcomings. Rather than responding out of emotion, we must first examine ourselves, seek forgiveness, and extend forgiveness to others. Jesus taught us not to repay evil with evil, but to entrust judgment to God (Matthew 5:39, Romans 12:19–20). Even on the cross, He demonstrated forgiveness by praying, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). Following His example, we must lay aside anger and resentment and choose to forgive.
3. Becoming a Person of Love
The fulfillment of the Christian life is found in love (Colossians 3:14). Worldly love is often self-centered, drawing near when it is beneficial and withdrawing when it is not. In contrast, the love revealed in Scripture is agape love, a sacrificial love that expects nothing in return. God demonstrated this love by sending His one and only Son to die on the cross for our sins. We are called to reflect this love and to pursue unity with one another through the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:3). When we do, the peace of Christ will rule in our hearts. Therefore, rather than living in worry or anxiety, we are to live with joy and thanksgiving, resting in the peace given by the Lord and abiding in the love of Christ.
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