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Those Who Will Possess the Kingdom of Heaven
(Matthew 18:1–5) 
People often live in fierce competition, striving to obtain high and honorable positions. However, as Christians, we are called to give our best in the place God has entrusted to us, the place where we are meant to be and where we are truly needed, rather than chasing status or recognition.
1. The Disciples’ Concern, Who Is the Greatest
The disciples showed greater interest in positions of honor, asking, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” than in the suffering Jesus would soon endure (Matthew 18:1). We must examine whether our lives reflect the same attitude. Everything we gain through our own striving is temporary and will ultimately pass away. Therefore, instead of seeking to elevate ourselves according to worldly values, we must pursue the kingdom of God and His righteousness first (Matthew 6:33). When we do this, God knows our needs and provides for them. If the path before us brings glory to God, we must also be willing to walk a path that includes suffering. May we become people who follow the way of the cross by faith, looking ahead to the reward in heaven.
2. The Teachings of Jesus
As the disciples argued about greatness, Jesus placed a little child among them and said, “Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:2–3). In that time, children were often looked down upon as immature and insignificant. Yet Jesus used the example of a child to teach what those who belong to the kingdom of heaven should be like. To enter the kingdom, one must turn away from sin and repent. True repentance is expressed through a pure and humble heart like that of a child. We should reflect on whether we have lost the gratitude and sincerity we had when we first believed in the Lord. We must lay aside pride, greed, and selfishness, return to God in repentance, and restore our first love (Revelation 2:5). Even now, the Lord is seeking those who have a pure and humble faith.
3. Great in the Kingdom of Heaven The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven
Greatness in the kingdom of heaven does not belong to those who seek to exalt themselves, but to those who humble themselves. True humility is not about attaining a high position, but about willingly taking a low place in order to serve and lift others up. Service requires setting aside self-centered thinking, considering others, and embracing their weaknesses. Jesus Himself humbled Himself and became obedient to death on the cross, and God exalted Him and gave Him the name above every name (Philippians 2:6–11). In the same way, we must cast off pride and humble ourselves before the Lord. May we walk humbly with God each day and fully experience His abundant grace.
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Please note that we have an International Briefing Session for all first-time visitors. 
To join, kindly follow our ushers at the end of service. Thank you! 
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