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Faith That Depends on God Alone
(Daniel 6:19–23)
God is the sovereign Lord over the rise and fall of nations throughout history. No earthly power lasts forever, and every kingdom and authority established by human hands will one day end. Just as Babylon fell and the Medo-Persian Empire rose to power, every turn of history unfolds according to God's will. Therefore, we must live our lives with a God-centered faith, placing Him more than anything else and serving Him only.
1. Daniel, a Man of God
  After the fall of the kingdom of Judah, Daniel was taken captive to Babylon. When he interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, he gained the king's favor and was appointed ruler over the entire province of Babylon (Daniel 2:48). However, Belshazzar, who came after Nebuchadnezzar, became proud, dishonored God, and failed to govern the kingdom faithfully. As a result, Babylon was conquered by the combined forces of the Medes and Persians (Daniel 5:4). Later, King Darius of Persia recognized Daniel's extraordinary wisdom and appointed him as one of the highest administrators, even though Daniel had served under the previous kingdom (Daniel 6:3). This reminds us that even when governments and generations change, God preserves and exalts His faithful servants, using them as instruments to accomplish His purposes. Therefore, rather than relying on our circumstances or the powers of this world, we should place our trust in God alone. As we do so, God will establish us and use us for His glory according to His will.
2. Those Who Oppose God's People
  Whenever God's people live faithfully, there will always be those who envy them and seek to bring them down. In fact, when Daniel, a Jewish exile, was highly favored by the king and was promoted to a position of great authority, the administrators and satraps became jealous and searched for grounds to accuse him. Yet they could find no corruption or fault in his life because he was trustworthy and blameless (Daniel 6:4). Finally, they decided to exploit Daniel's faith. They persuaded the king to issue a decree that no one could pray to any god or person except the king; and anyone who violated the decree would be thrown into the lions' den (Daniel 6:7). Nevertheless, even though Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he continued to pray to God as usual. Keeping his faith to the Lord he refused to stop praying despite the threat to his life.
3. Daniel, a Man of Prayer
  Daniel was a man of prayer who never lost his faith in God in any circumstances. Even when the king's decree placed his life in danger, he knelt before God three times a day, praying and giving thanks to Him (Daniel 6:10). Amid a hopeless situation, Daniel continued to thank God and kept his faith. King Darius himself knew of Daniel's sincere faith and earnestly hoped that Daniel's God would rescue him from the lions' den (Daniel 6:20). In the end, God sent His angel to shut the mouths of the lions protecting him from any harm. Those who had maliciously accused Daniel, however, received God's righteous judgment (Daniel 6:24). God is with those who pray with thanksgiving and surely protects them and grants them victory. Therefore, no matter the circumstances, may we trust in God and live lives marked by continual prayer and thanksgiving.
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