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The God Who Answers
(1 Kings 18:36–38)
  Many people are struggling through each day amid financial difficulties and anxiety about the future. However, no matter how great the problems are before us or how deep our despair may be, we must not focus on our problems or put our trust in people. Instead, we must look to God, who is the solution to every problem. Let us trust in God, who delivers us from despair and answers our earnest prayers, and let us move forward boldly today.
1. The One and Only God
  Before confronting the 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah on Mount Carmel, Elijah repaired the altar of the LORD that had been torn down (1 Kings 18:30). Afterward, when he earnestly prayed to God, a remarkable miracle of fire coming down from heaven took place. Through this, Elijah clearly demonstrated that God—not Baal—is the true and only God (1 Kings 18:36). Today, we too must place God alone at the center of our lives and serve Him. There are times when we place not only money, power, and honor, but also our own will and pride before God. Whatever we love and depend on more than God can become an idol in our lives. When we lay down anything that takes precedence over God in our hearts and serve Him alone, the altar of our faith that has been broken down will be rebuilt, and God will pour out His grace upon our lives (Isaiah 55:7).
2. A Life of a Servant Who Acts According to the Word of the Lord
  Elijah confessed that he was a “servant of the LORD” and acted according to God’s word. Likewise, we are not only children of God, but also servants of the Lord. Therefore, we must live in obedience to His Word. For this reason, rather than living like the people of the world, pursuing our own desires and ambitions, we should live to fulfill the will of the Lord. What is most essential for a servant of the Lord is faithfulness (1 Corinthians 4:2). When we faithfully serve God in the place He has entrusted to us, using the gifts He has given each of us, our lives will bear the fruit that God desires. When we remain in the Lord and in His Word, He guides our lives and enables us to bear abundant fruit (John 15:7).
3. The God Who Answers
  On Mount Carmel, Elijah earnestly cried out to God, saying, “Answer me, LORD” (1 Kings 18:37). Then fire came down from heaven and consumed the altar and the sacrifice. When the Israelites saw this, they confessed, “The LORD—he is God!” (1 Kings 18:39). In the same way, God still hears our prayers and answers us today. Therefore, when we encounter problems and difficulties, rather than becoming discouraged by looking to people or our circumstances, we must earnestly pray to God. Even when the answer seems delayed, we should not lose heart but wait for God’s timing and remain steadfast in prayer to the very end. I pray that we may become people of prayer, people of obedience, and people of the Word who are approved by God. May we live blessed lives, being established and used mightily and preciously by the Lord!
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