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The One Who Holds the Keys of Heaven
(Isaiah 22:22; Matthew 16:19)
  The moment we believe in Jesus Christ and receive Him, our status changes from slaves to sin to children of God. Therefore, we should not remain trapped in the despair of our past, but live boldly as children of God who have been made new in Christ. Jesus, who has given us a new life, is the One who holds the key of David and has the authority to open and shut all things.
1. The Authority of the One Who Holds the Key of David
  The key of David mentioned in Isaiah 22:22 represents the authority to govern the kingdom on behalf of the king. During the reign of King Hezekiah, Shebna, the chief official of the royal palace, abused the authority entrusted to him. Eventually, God took that authority away from him and entrusted it to Eliakim, a faithful servant. Through this, we learn that the position and authority God entrusts to us must be used with humility and faithfulness—not for ourselves, but to accomplish God’s will. Jesus, who has all authority in heaven and on earth, has called us and entrusted us with the mission of the gospel: to go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18–20). Therefore, we must use the authority the Lord has given us to overcome the power of darkness, proclaim the gospel, and reveal God’s glory rather than to accomplish our own purposes. Let us depend on the Lord, who is with us to the very end of the age, and live as humble and faithful witnesses of the gospel.
2. Children of God Who Have the Power of Prayer
  When Jesus heard Peter’s confession, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” He said that He would build His church upon the rock (Matthew 16:16, 18). The church is a community of faith that confesses Jesus Christ as the Savior; and Christ Himself is the head of the church. Jesus also gave Peter the “keys of the kingdom of heaven,” entrusting him with the authority of the kingdom of God (Matthew 16:19). Today, Jesus has also given us, the believers in Him, an amazing authority. Therefore, whatever circumstances we may face, we must depend on God and come before Him in prayer. As children of God, we should overcome the power of darkness and fulfill God’s will with power of prayer. However, we must never use this authority to condemn or judge others. Rather than wasting our precious life in fighting with one another, we should forgive and serve others with the love of Jesus. This is the kind of life that pleases God.
3. Those Firmly Established by God
  God firmly establishes those who have the authority of the keys of the kingdom of heaven and enables them to triumph in the Lord with steadfast faith, remaining unshaken even when trials and difficulties come. He also leads His faithful people to places of glory and causes them to shine like precious jewels even in the darkness (Zechariah 9:16). Jesus likewise said that the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43). In the same way, when we live according to God’s will and lead many people to the way of salvation, our lives will shine forever like the stars. I pray that all of us will stand firm in faith no matter what circumstances are, and live lives that shine like the sun—leading many people to God.
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