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King Hezekiah Removed the High Places
(2 Kings 18:3–4)
  There are two paths in this world: the path of the righteous and the path of the wicked. Blessed are those who do not follow the way of the wicked but instead delight in the Word of God and meditate on it day and night. As we read the Kings, we find that many good kings removed idols from the land but failed to remove the high places. However, King Hezekiah and King Josiah removed both the idols and the high places. We, too, must turn away from the ways of evil, follow God’s Word, and walk in the path that pleases God and receives His approval.
1. Why Could the High Places Not Be Removed?
  The kings of Israel found it difficult to remove the high places because the people wanted convenience and familiarity. Even after the temple in Jerusalem had been completed, the people preferred to worship at the high places near their homes rather than travel a long distance to Jerusalem. Because of the people’s petition, the kings were reluctant to remove the high places. But the problem with the high places was that worship of God had been synchronized with pagan idolatry and corrupt traditions. Worship offered to God must be pure and holy. King Hezekiah was aware of the serious problem and boldly removed the idols and the high places in obedience to God’s Word (2 Kings 18:3–4). We, too, must not compromise with sin simply because it is convenient or familiar. We need to examine God’s will and, if there are any “high places” in our lives—anything we have placed before God—we must remove them without hesitation.
2. The High Places in Our Lives
  Today, we, too, have our own “high place of self-satisfaction.” Instead of making the church, with Jesus as its head, the center of our lives, we sometimes try to serve the Lord in ways that are comfortable and convenient for us. We may have lost the joy and longing we first had and simply attend church out of an old habit. But the center of worship is not us but God alone. Feeling that we are blessed only when we enjoy the sermon, or hopping from one church to another which suits our likings is another form of “self-satisfaction” spirituality. We must reject this kind of self-satisfaction spirituality and move forward to become true worshipers who surrender to God all areas of our lives.
3. Build the Temple in Place of the High Places
  Having removed all the high places, we must now return to the teaching of the Scripture. We must be transformed from self-centered faith to Jesus-centered, church-centered, and the Bible-centered faith. Jesus alone is our Savior and the center of our whole lives (John 14:6; Ephesians 1:22). Just as King Hezekiah removed all the idols and high places, we, too, must give up before God anything we may love more than Him—the status and power of this world, its wealth and glory, and even our children and businesses. When Abraham offered his beloved son Isaac to God, God promised him a great blessing (Genesis 22:16–18). Likewise, do not let your heart be stolen by the things of the world. Rather, we must love God and make Him the center of our lives. Then, we will experience the abundant grace and blessings that He lavishes on us.
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