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The Fruit of Repentance

(Matthew 4:17)
We are weak and fragile people, full of sin and faults before God. The very first message Jesus proclaimed on this earth was, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” We need to examine our lives, repent of the things that God is not pleased with and turn back to the Lord.

1. Remain in Jesus

Jesus chose and appointed us to live fruitful lives. The Apostle Paul, having recognized that everything was by the grace of God, confessed, “But by the grace of God I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:10). Likewise, it is purely the grace of God that we came thus far. However, when we follow our own wills and ambitions, we lose our focus from the Lord in no time. Repentance means laying down our own will and desires, turning back to Jesus, and fixing our gaze on Him alone (Hebrews 12:2). Peter was able to walk on water while he kept his eyes on Jesus, but when he looked at the wind, he fell victim of fear (Matthew 14:29–30). In the same way, as soon as we lose focus from Jesus, we can easily become shaken by the worries and trials of this world. Therefore, let us fix our eyes on Jesus every day and live lives that are pleasing to the Lord and respected by others.

2. Integrate Your Words and Your Heart 

In the time of Jesus, the religious leaders, who claimed to have served God faithfully, honored God with their lips, but their hearts were far from Him (Matthew 15:8). Likewise, there are times when our hearts and our lives do not match what we say. But Jesus taught that those who repent must produce fruit in keeping with repentance (Matthew 3:8). Repentance is not simply feeling sorry for our mistakes or regretting what we have done. It means turning away from our sinful ways and living a life of change. Therefore, we should not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of our minds so that we may discern God’s will (Romans 12:2). Let us remember that in Christ, the old has gone and the new has come. I pray that we may be a believer who offers God not only words but hearts and lives as well. 
3. Right Standing Before God

God’s throne is established on righteousness and justice. He is truly righteous and rules the world with justice (Psalm 89:14). Therefore, we must examine ourselves in the light of God’s Word and see if there are anything shameful in our lives The Apostle Paul also exhorts believers to examine themselves and correct their wrongdoings (1 Corinthians 11:31–32). Once recognized sin, we must repent, turn, and seek His mercy and compassion. God never turn away those who repent their sins but forgives and restores them (Joel 2:13). When we return to the Lord with all our hearts, God forgives our sins and restores our lives (2 Chronicles 7:14). I pray that each of us being led by the Holy Spirit will examine our hearts before God and experience the abundant grace of God. May the Lord richly bless you all.
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