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The Grace of Trials
(James 1:2–4)
  In life we hope that only good things will happen to us, but inevitably face various trials and hardships such as illness, failure, betrayal, and loss. Even so, James exhorts us to rejoice whenever we face trials of many kinds. I pray and hope that you do not despair amid hardships, but trust God and rejoice in faith.
1. Rejoice During Trials
  No warnings are given to us before coming of various trials and hardships. The Bible exhorts us not to become discouraged in such times, but to consider it pure joy whenever we face trials (James 1:2). We know that our faith becomes strengthened through trials, and we learn to love and trust God during difficulties. God led the Israelites through the wilderness for forty years which was a time of training. They needed to be disciplined because they were stubborn people. Therefore, we must not be overcome by anxieties and worries and give up even during extreme difficulties. Although we may experience sorrow for a little while, we will later experience the grace and joy of God when we trust Him and patiently wait upon Him(1 Peter 1:6).
2. The Blessing of Trials
  Trials may bring great pain and suffering momentarily, but later, they can bring tremendous benefit to our lives. Trials break our pride and stubbornness and make us humble before God. God disciplined the Israelites in the wilderness for a long time to humble them and teach them to depend on God and obey His Word (Deuteronomy 8:2). In the same way, when we humble ourselves and depend on God in trials, He uses us for His noble purposes. Through trials, our faith grows, and we are ushered into a bright future. For “suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Romans 5:3–4). Because we have this hope, we can anticipate bright future God has prepared for us even when we are in the tunnel of suffering.
3. The Fruit of Perseverance
  The Bible tells us to let perseverance finish its work so that we may be “mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:4). At the age of forty, Moses tried to save the Israelites by his own might. however, he had to flee to the land of Midian after killing an Egyptian. Then, having experienced loneliness and hardship in the wilderness for forty years, he totally yielded himself to God. At the age of eighty, Moses received God’s call and became the leader of Israel. The Bible testifies that he had become “a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth” (Numbers 12:3). Likewise, trials teach us patience through which we grow and mature in faith. As a result, we become more like Jesus in His gentleness and humility. Jesus Himself said, “I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me” (Matthew 11:29). Therefore, let us not complain in times of trials, but persevere trusting the Lord that He is molding us into a new creation. I pray that we all may trust the Lord who is ever present in our sufferings, and live lives of perfection and total contentment.
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