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A Life Like the Burning Bush
(Exodus 3:1–5)

People often seek to find out who they are and discover the meaning of life. However, life’s true meaning is found when we realize that we were created by God and become His children through faith in Jesus Christ. Moses failed to deliver his people by his own strength, and then God called him in the wilderness. The end of human efforts becomes the beginning of God's work. We must live with faith that we are God’s children and have hope at the end of despair.

1. The Burning Bush

While leading his flock to Mount Horeb, Moses saw a bush that was on fire but did not burn up. As he approached this extraordinary sight, God called him by name (Exodus 3:3–4). After forty years in the wilderness, Moses lost all hopes; but then God called him with a new mission. Peter, too, had caught nothing after fishing all night; but when he obeyed the words of Jesus, he experienced an abundant blessing (Luke 5:5–6). The Lord who filled Peter's empty boat also heals our wounded hearts. Many people carry inner wounds inflicted by family members and neighbors holding grudges and bitter roots. They deeply hurt themselves as well as others. We are unable to remove the bitter roots; however, we can receive healings through God’s love and forgiveness and through power and grace of the Holy Spirit. The God who called Moses from the burning bush calls us today when we are wounded, discouraged, and filled with despair.
2. God, Calling Us

God is a God of love. He comes to us when we are living in despair and deep wounds. Calling us our names, He renews us and gives us dreams and hope. When God called Moses, He said to him, “Take off your sandals” (Exodus 3:5). As shoes become dirty and stained when we walk outside, our life-thoughts, words, and actions-becomes unclean with sin and iniquity. Therefore, when we come before the Lord, we must repent of our sins and lay down the heavy burdens we carry in our hearts. The Lord says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). The Lord is calling us today. Therefore, let us repent our sins, and receive His forgiveness and true peace and experience God’s grace who leads us to new life.
3. God, Giving Us a Mission

God called Moses at the age of eighty and gave him the mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt (Exodus 3:10). He had once tried to deliver his people by his own strength but utterly failed. Now, being held in God's hands, he became the powerful leader of Israel. With the strength of God even at the age of 120, his eyes were not weak, nor had his strength diminished (Deuteronomy 34:7). Final forty years of his life were brilliant when Moses was faithful to his mission relying on God's power and the help of the Holy Spirit not on his own strength. We also have seasons in our lives at times relying on our own strength, other times being broken in the wilderness, and times of fulfilling the mission under God’s help. As we lay down our pride and ego and seek the help of the Holy Spirit, God will mold us into a person of gentle and humble heart. May we all fulfill the mission God has entrusted to us through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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